After Dark in Allenspark
by Leslie Young
If you lie on your back and look up at the sky in August, you'll see the Milky Way stretching over you in an arc from horizon to horizon, from the south to the north. August is the best month to see the Milky Way, when it arcs directly overhead. The delicate milky way is one of the advantages to living away from city lights, because the Milky Way shows up best when the sky is dark. The moon also brightens the night sky, so the Milky Way looks best when the moon's not up. For evening viewing, go out early in the month (best before AUGUST 10, but AUGUST 11-17 is alright if you're willing to wait for the moon to set). On AUGUST 22, the moon is full, and the Milky Way is washed out and harder to see.

The Milky Way is our very own galaxy, a pancake-like collection of about two hundred billion stars and other objects. Our sun is one of these stars in the Milky-Way pancake, so when you look at the Milky Way, you're looking along the pancake, seeing many faint, distant stars.  You can look in the direction of the center of our galaxy this month near the southern horizon, where the Milky Way is brightest and widest. 
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Image: NASA, Galaxy M83, similar size and shape to the Milky Way

AUGUST 12 is the peak of the Perseid meteor shower. The thin crescent moon sets that night at 9:30, and the sky will be dark after that. You'll see more meteors the later you stay up. Near morning twilight (about 4-5 AM), you might see a meteor every minute. From AUGUST 10 to 15, the Perseid shower will still be good at morning twilight. 

