After Dark in Allenspark
by Leslie Young
At the start of the month, the planets Jupiter and Venus are both bright in the western sky for two hours or so after sunset. Look above and to the left of where the Sun just set. On JUNE 1, Jupiter is just to the left of brilliant Venus, and on JUNE 5, Jupiter is directly below Venus. By the middle of the month, Jupiter sets too early to be spotted easily. Venus puts on a good show all month, getting farther from the Sun each night.

On JUNE 10, the new Moon passes between the Earth and the Sun. From our point of view in Allenspark, the Moon covers up only part of the Sun, for a partial solar eclipse. The action starts at ~5:30 PM, when the sun is still well above the horizon, and ends at ~7:10, when the sun is just above the horizon. 

NEVER LOOK DIRECTLY AT THE SUN! A good way to watch an eclipse is with a pinhole camera, which lets the sunlight pass through a tiny hole, and make an image of the sun on a flat surface beyond the hole. This doesn't have to be complicated! It's easy to make a portable pinhole camera with your two hands. Put your thumb and index fingers together, leaving a small space. This is your pinhole. An image of the sun appears between the shadow of the almost-touching fingers and thumbs. If the sunlight passes through a leafy tree, you can sometimes see a whole array of images of the partially eclipsed sun in the dappled shadows.
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On JUNE 12, the crescent moon is just to the right of Jupiter, and on JUNE 13, it's just above Venus—always a stunning sight. JUNE 21 is the summer solstice, the longest day of the year. On JUNE 24, the moon is full. 
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